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Glossary

Asset A term used to describe anything valued by the community that may
be adversely impacted by bushfire. This may include residential
houses, infrastructure, agriculture, industry, environmental and
heritage sites.

Bushfire Unplanned vegetation fire. A generic term which includes grass fires,
forest fires and scrub fires both with and without a suppression
objective.?

Bushfire hazard The potential or expected behaviour of a bushfire burning under a
particular set of conditions, i.e. the type, arrangement and quantity of
fuel, the fuel moisture content, wind speed, topography, relative
humidity, temperature and atmospheric stability.

Bushfire risk A systematic process to coordinate, direct and control activities

management relating to bushfire risk; with the aim of limiting the adverse effects of
bushfire on the community.

Consequence The outcome or impact of a bushfire event.

Human A spatial data set that defines an area where people live or work.

Settlement Area

(HSA)

Likelihood The chance of something occurring.

Risk The effect of uncertainty on objectives.? (Note: Risk is often expressed in

terms of a combination of the consequences of an event and the associated likelihood
of occurrence.)

Risk acceptance  The informed decision to accept a risk, based on the knowledge
gained during the risk assessment process.

Risk analysis The application of consequence and likelihood to an event in order to
determine the level of risk.

Risk assessment  The systematic process of identifying, analysing and evaluating risk.

Risk criteria Standards (or statements) by which the results of risk assessments
can be assessed. They relate quantitative risk estimates to qualitative
value judgements about the significance of the risks. They are inexact
and should be seen as guidelines rather than rules.?

Risk evaluation The process of comparing the outcomes of risk analysis to the risk
criteria in order to determine whether a risk is acceptable or tolerable.

Risk The process of recognising, identifying and describing risks.
identification

Risk treatment A process to select and implement appropriate measures undertaken
to modify risk.

I Australasian Fire and Emergency Service Authorities Council BAZ; Bushfire GlossaAFAC Limited, East
Melbourne, Australia

2 Standards Australia 2009, Risk managemerRrinciples and guidelines, AS/NZS 31000:2009, Standards
Australia, Sydney, Australia

3 Emergency Management Australia 1998, Australian Emergency Manuals@ddasal 3 Australian
Management Glossary, Emergency ManagatmAustralia, Dickson, Australia
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Acronyms

BPP Bushfire Planning and Policy Unit

DoD Department of Defence

FIAT Forest Industry Association Tasmania
FMAC Fire Management Area Committee

FPP Fire Protection Plan

FRU Fuel Reduction Unit

ECFMA East Coast Fire Management Area

NERAG National Emergence Risk Assessment Guide
PWS Parks and Wildlife Service

REMC Regional Emergency Management Council
SEMC State Emergency Management Committee
SFMC State Fire Management Council

STT Sustainable Timber Tasmania

TFGA Tasmania Farmers and Graziers Association
TFS Tasmania Fire Service
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Chapter 1 Introduction

1.1 Background

Under Section 20 of the Fire service Act 1979, fire management area committees are
required to submit to SFMC, on an annual basis, a fire protection plan for its fire
management area commencing on 1 October.

It is a requirement of the fire protection plan that it is consistent with the State Fire
Protection Plan and the State Vegetation Fire Management Policy.

1.2  Aim and Objectives

The aim of this FPP is to document a coordinated and efficient approach towards the
identification and treatment of bushfire-related risk within the East Coast Fire
Management Area (ECFMA).

The objective of this FPP is to effectively manage bushfire related risk within the
ECFMA in order to protect people, assets and other things valuable to the community.
Specifically, the objectives of this plan are to:

1 Guide and coordinate a tenure blind bushfire risk management program over a
five (5) year period;

1 Document the process used to identify, analyse and evaluate risk, determine
priorities and develop a plan to systematically treat risk;

1 Facilitate the effective use of the financial and physical resources available for
bushfire risk management activities;

1 Integrate bushfire risk management into the business processes of Local
Government, land managers and other agencies;

1 Ensure integration between stakeholders;

1 Clearly and concisely communicate risk in a format that is meaningful to
stakeholders and the community; and

1 Monitor and review the implementation of the Plan, to ensure enhancements are
made on an on-going basis.

1.3 Policy, Standards and Legislation
The following policy, standards and legislation were considered to be applicable to the
development and implementation of the FPP.

1 Tasmanian Emergency Management Plan
i State Fire Protection Plan

1 State Vegetation Fire Management Policy
i State Strategic Fuel Management Plan

Standards
1 AS/NZS ISO 31000:2009 - Risk Management i Principles and Guidelines
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Legislation

T
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Aboriginal Relics Act 1975 (soon to be replaced)

Fire Service Act 1979

Emergency Management Act 2006

National Parks and Reserve Management Act 2002

Nature Conservation Act 2002

Crown Lands Act 1976

Forestry Act 1920

Threatened Species Protection Act 1995

Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 1994
Local Government Act 1993

Forest Practices Code 2000

Tasmanian Electricity Code

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999
Weed Management Act 1999

Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995
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Chapter 2 Establishing the Context
2.1 Description of the East Coast Fire Protection Plan Area

2.1.1 Location, Boundaries and Land Tenure

The plan area covers approximately 393,000ha and follows the coastline from the
Tasman Peninsular in the South, to Bicheno in the North, and extends inland
approximately 35km at its widest point. Altitude varies from sea level along the
coast to 742m above sea level at Moaners Tier, located just to the east of Tooms
Lake.

Over half of the area (55%) consists of private property (Figure 2.2; Table 2.1).
National Parks and Reserves (occupying approximately one quarter of the area),
and Permanent Timber Production Zone occupying the majority of the remaining
lands.

Private Property 55
DPIPWE (including Parks and Wildlife Service 30
and Crown land Services)

Sustainable Timber Tasmania 10
Other 5

Table 2.1: Overview of land tenure in the ECFMA.
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2.1.2 Climate and Bushfire Season

For much of the year Tasmani abds weather
patterns. This results in moist air being forced over rugged mountains in western

and central areas of Tasmania causing heavy rainfall in these areas as the air
moves eastward. The result is relatively dry air reaching eastern parts of Tasmania.

The exception to this is the East Coast Low that forms in the Tasman Sea and
brings moist easterly winds, often causing heavy localised rainfall events. Falls in
excess of 100mm in a 24 hour period are not uncommon. On average one or two of

these events is experienced each year. Within the ECFMA average rainfall varies

from 593mm at Swansea to 1148mm at Palmers lookout on the Tasman Peninsula.

1. The ECFMA can experience long periods of dryness with the Soil Dryness Index
(SDI) being above 100mm for much of the year. Fire weather can be
experienced in parts of the FMAC throughout the year, June/July possibly being
the exceptions.

Temperatures at coastal sites are moderated by the maritime influence with areas
further inland experiencing more extremes of temperature.
Relevant BoM weather stations within the ECFMA:
1 Bicheno
Swansea
Orford
Dunalley
Friendly Beaches
Maria Island

Spring Bay

= = =4 =4 =4 =

Tasman Island
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Figure 2.3: Mean annual rainfall across Tasmanian Fire Management Areas.

Source: Map provided by lan BarA¢sogan, Bureau of Meteorology, Hobart

2.1.3 Vegetation

The ECFMA is dominated by dry Eucalypt forest (55%) and agricultural areas
(23%). Wet Eucalypt forests (10%) exist on more productive soils in higher rainfall
areas which are predominately located around the Tasman Peninsula and higher
elevations of the Eastern Tiers. Highly flammable coastal complexes are particularly
prevalent around Coles Bay, the Freycinet Peninsula and the Tasman Peninsula.

The vegetation in the ECFMA can be categorised into 11 broad groups that
represent broad vegetation or landscape types, as shown in Figure 2.4. A
description of these vegetation groups is provided in Appendix 7.
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Figure 2.4: Vegetatiotypesacross the EEMA pased ongroupedTASVEG vegetation mapping
units).
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